
Lunch

Concurrent Sessions

Protecting Children in an Age of Misinformation and Denialism 
(Symphony Ballroom A)
	 Lori Frasier, MD, FAAP, Department of Pediatrics, Division
	 Director, Child Abuse Pediatrics Penn State Hershey’s
 	 Children’s Hospital, (Hershey, PA, USA)

How Prosecutors Organize to Create a Unified Approach to 
Fight Back Against Claims that AHT is Unreliable in the Legal, 
Medical and Biomechanical Communities 
(Symphony Ballroom C)
	 Daniel Dinger, JD, Assistant Chief Deputy Prosecutor, Ada
	 County Prosecutor’s Office, (Boise, ID, USA)
	 Tessie Buttram, Esq., Deputy Prosecuting Attorney, Ada
	 County Prosecutor’s Office, (Boise, ID, USA)

SBS/AHT Fundamentals: Brains and Bones: A Forensic Approach 
to the Autopsy of the Abusive Head Injury Death 
(Blackbird Studio A/B)
	 Mary Case, MD, Professor Emerita, St. Louis University Health
	 Sciences Center, Chief Medical Examiner, St. Charles,
	 Jefferson, and Franklin Counties, (St. Louis, MO, USA)

AHT Awareness and Prevention: Successful Multidisciplinary 
Collaboration (Southern Ground A/B)
	 Danielle Vázquez, BSW, Executive Director, National Center 
	 on Shaken Baby Syndrome, (Farmington, UT, USA)
	 Melissa Kelly, JD, Assistant State Attorney in Charge, Broward 	
	 State Attorney’s Office, (Fort Lauderdale, FL, USA)

Protecting the Potential of Every Child in Aotearoa, New 
Zealand (30-minutes) (Ocean Way)
	 Sheila Fowlie, NS, PGDip, National Coordinator-Nurse
	 Specialist Power to Protect, Te Puaruruhau, Starship Child
	 Health, (Auckland, New Zealand) 

Safe Baby and the Integration of Period of PURPLE Crying 
Education Tools (30-minutes) (Ocean Way)
	 Jessica Reynolds, BA, Community Outreach Manager, Healthy
	 Start Coalition of Hillsborough County, (Tampa, FL, USA)
	 Cherith Belmonte, Manager of Programs & Quality 
	 Improvement, Healthy Start Coalition of Hillsborough County,
	 (Tampa, FL, USA)

Concurrent Sessions

From Clinic to Courtroom: Navigating the Updated AAP 
Standards on Abusive Head Trauma (Symphony Ballroom A)
	 Sandeep Narang, MD, JD, FAAP, Professor of Pediatrics, 
	 Medical College of Wisconsin Chief, Section of Child Advocacy
 	 and Protection, Child Advocacy and Protection Services, 
	 Children’s Wisconsin, (Milwaukee, WI, USA)
	 Melissa Kelly, JD, Assistant State Attorney in Charge, Broward
	 State Attorney’s Office, (Fort Lauderdale, FL, USA)

What Can We Do About Missed Abusive Head Trauma/Shaken 
Baby Syndrome? (Symphony Ballroom C)
	 Carole Jenny, MD, MBA, FAAP, Professor Emerita, University
	 of Washington Medical School, (Decatur Island, WA, USA)

SBS/AHT Fundamentals: Baby and Toddler Homicide 
Investigations: How to Build a Medico-Legal Case 
(Blackbird Studio A/B)
	 Leigh Bishop, Esq., Clinical Instructor of Forensic
 	 Medicine, New York University, (New York City, NY, USA)

Telling Their Story at Trial When Victims Can’t Tell It 
Themselves: Presenting Child Torture to a Jury 
(Southern Ground A/B)
	 Bethel Cope-Vega, JD, Sr. Deputy District Attorney, Orange
	 County District Attorney, (Long Beach, CA, USA)

Creating the Community I Needed: A Survivor’s Perspective 
(30-minutes) (Ocean Way)
	 Amber Sorenson, MA, Grant Specialist, Winnebago 
	 Comprehensive Healthcare System, (Onawa, IA, USA)

Morning Break (Symphony Ballroom Foyer)

Opening Welcome

11:30 AM -
  1:00 PM

10:30 AM -
11:30 AM

  9:20 AM -
10:20 AM

9:00 AM - 
9:20 AM

8:05 AM - 
9:00 AM

8:00 AM - 
8:05 AM

Registration Desk Open 7:00 AM - 5:00 PM (Symphony Foyer)
Morning Sessions

TUESDAY
September 22 Nashvi l le,  TN, USA September 22,  23,  & 24,  2026 

Twent ieth  Internat ional  Conference on
Shaken Baby Syndrome/Abusive Head Trauma

Keynote Presentation
Motes and Beams: A Way Forward (Symphony Ballroom)
	 Christopher S. Greeley, MD, MS, FAAP, Chief, Division of 
	 Public Health Pediatrics, Texas Children’s Hospital, Vice Chair
 	 for Community Health, Baylor College of Medicine, 
	 (Houston, TX, USA)



Concurrent Sessions
Leveraging CAPNET Team Science to Improve the 
Identification, Care, and Protection of Victims of Child 
Physical Abuse: Current Landscape and Call to Action Part II 
(Symphony Ballroom A)
	 Kate Henry, MD, MSCE, Faculty, Safe Place and Clinical 
	 Futures Division of General Pediatrics, Children’s Hospital of
	 Philadelphia, Assistant Professor, Perelman School of
	 Medicine, University of Pennsylvania, (Philadelphia, PA, USA)

SBS/AHT Fundamentals: Imaging of Abusive Head Trauma: 
What, When, and Why (Symphony Ballroom C)
	 Arabinda K. Choudhary, MD, MBA, FACR, Chair of Radiology,
	 SUNY Upstate Medical University, (Syracuse, NY, USA)

Confronting Biomechanical Challenges to the Diagnosis of 
SBS/AHT Part 2 (Blackbird Studio A/B)
	 Brian Holmgren, Retired, Assistant District Attorney
	 General, Davidson County District Attorney General’s
	 Office, (Nashville, TN, USA)

Quantification and Operationalization of Aversive Crying 
(30-minutes) (Southern Ground A/B)
	 Ettien Koffi, PhD, Saint Cloud State University, 
	 (St. Cloud, MN, USA)

Community As Method: Considerations for Working with 
Immigrant Parents in Injury Prevention and Soothing 
Research (30-minutes) (Southern Ground A/B)
	 Karen Sadler, MCP, Provincial Manager, Prevent Shaken
	 Baby Syndrome BC, (Vancouver, BC, Canada)
	 Mojgan Karbakhsh, MD, MPH, Director, Prevent Shaken
 	 Baby Syndrome BC, BC Injury Research & Prevention Unit
	 (BCIRPU), BC Children Hospital’s Research Institute,
	 (Vancouver, BC, Canada)

Concurrent Sessions

Leveraging CAPNET Team Science to Improve the 
Identification, Care, and Protection of Victims of Child Physical 
Abuse: Current Landscape and Call to Action Part I 
(Symphony Ballroom A)
	 Kate Henry, MD, MSCE, Faculty, Safe Place and Clinical 
	 Futures Division of General Pediatrics, Children’s Hospital of
	 Philadelphia, Assistant Professor, Perelman School of
	 Medicine, University of Pennsylvania, (Philadelphia, PA, USA)

SBS/AHT Fundamentals: Your Secret Decoder Ring: The Basics 
of Medical Literature (Symphony Ballroom C)
	 Christopher S. Greeley, MD, MS, FAAP, Chief, Division of 
	 Public Health Pediatrics, Texas Children’s Hospital, Vice Chair
 	 for Community Health, Baylor College of Medicine, 
	 (Houston, TX, USA)

Confronting Biomechanical Challenges to the Diagnosis of 
SBS/AHT Part I (Blackbird Studio A/B)
	 Brian Holmgren, Retired, Assistant District Attorney General,
	 Davidson County District Attorney General’s Office, 
	 (Nashville, TN, USA)

From Crisis to Connection - Building a Support Network for 
SBS/AHT Victims (Southern Ground A/B)
	 Crystal McNally, Executive Director, Never Shake Minnesota,
	 (Jordan, MN, USA)
	 Kati Kiely, Children’s Minnesota, (MN, USA)

Preventing Abusive Head Trauma Through an Infant Mental 
Health Lens: Relationship-Based Strategies for Early 
Prevention (Ocean Way)
	 Leslie E. Katch, MSW, PhD, Associate Professor, National 
	 Louis University and Illinois Association for Infant Mental
	 Health, (Chicago, IL, USA)

Afternoon Break (Symphony Ballroom Foyer)

3:30 PM - 
4:30 PM

2:20 PM - 
3:20 PM

2:00 PM - 
2:20 PM

1:00 PM - 
2:00 PM

Opening Networking Reception
5:00 PM - 7:00 PM (Symphony Ballroom B & Foyer)

Registration Desk Open 7:00 AM - 5:00 PM (Symphony Foyer)
Afternoon Sessions

TUESDAY
September 22 Nashvi l le,  TN, USA September 22,  23,  & 24,  2026 

Twent ieth  Internat ional  Conference on
Shaken Baby Syndrome/Abusive Head Trauma

Keynote Presentation
Incidence of Paediatric Abusive Head Trauma: A Systematic 
Review, Meta-Analysis and Meta-Regression of Studies from 
16 Countries (Symphony Ballroom)
	 Laura Cowley, BSc (Hons), MSc, PhD, Senior Research
	 Officer, Data Scientist for Swansea University Medical
 	 School, (Wales, United Kingdom)



Lunch

Concurrent Sessions
Abusive Head Trauma Denialism as a Symptom of Broader 
Anti-Science Culture (Symphony Ballroom A)
	 Joëlle Moreno, JD, Professor of Law, Florida International 
	 University College of Law, (Miami, FL, USA)
	 Steven Lang, MD, Resident Physician, Pediatrics and 
	 Medical Genetics, Baylor College of Medicine, Texas
 	 Children’s Hospital, (Houston, TX, USA)

SBS/AHT Fundamentals: Understanding the Importance of 
Identifying Sentinel Injuries (Symphony Ballroom C)
	 Lynn Sheets, MD, FAAP, Professor, The Medical College
	 of Wisconsin, Child Advocacy and Protection, Department
	 of Pediatrics, Sue and Bud Selig Research Chair for Child
	 Abuse Prevention, Children’s Wisconsin, 
	 (Milwaukee, WI, USA)

25 Years Since the Publication of “Shaken Baby Syndrome: 
The Multidisciplinary Approach”: What Have We Learned? 
(Blackbird Studio A/B)
	 Vincent Palusci, MD, MS, Professor of Pediatrics and
	 Forensic Medicine, NYU Grossman School of Medicine, 
	 (New York City, NY, USA)
	 Stephen Lazoritz, MD, Clinical Professor of Psychiatry and
	 Pediatrics, Creighton University School of Medicine, 
	 (Omaha, NB, USA)
	
Do Premature Infants Have an Increased Risk of Birth-
Related Subdural Hemorrhage (SDH)? (30-minutes) 
(Southern Ground A/B)
	 Stein Magnus Aukland, Professor, Pediatric 
	 Neuroradiologist, Haukeland University Hospital, 
	 (Bergen, Norway)

Keeping Infants Safe, a High School Curriculum (30-minutes) 
(Ocean Way)
	 Ashley Bush, Research Program Administrator, UK KIPRC,
 	 (Lexington, KY, USA)
	

Concurrent Sessions 
From the ER to the Witness Stand: Training the Next 
Generation of Child Abuse Providers (Symphony Ballroom A)
	 Melissa Kelly, JD, Assistant State Attorney in Charge, 
	 Broward State Attorney’s Office, (Fort Lauderdale, FL, USA)

Fracture Facts vs Fiction: Stepwise Solutions for Rare Disease 
Dilemmas (Symphony Ballroom C)
	 Natasha Shur, MD, FACMGG, Medical Geneticist, Children’s
	 National Hospital, Professor of Pediatrics, George
	 Washington University, Division of Genetics and 
	 Metabolism, (Washington D.C., USA)

SBS/AHT Fundamentals: Understanding Retinal Hemorrhages 
(Blackbird Studio A/B)
	 Alex V. Levin, MD, MHSc, FAAP, FAAO, FRCSC, Adeline
	 Lutz - Steven S. T. Ching, M.D. Distinguished Professorship
	 in Ophthalmology Chief, Pediatric Ophthalmology and
	 Ocular Genetics, Flaum Eye Institute, Chief, Clinical Genetics,
	 Golisano Children’s Hospital and University of Rochester 
	 Medical Center, (Rochester, NY, USA)

Survivor Claire Fishpaw: A True Crime Story of Survival and 
Strength (Ocean Way)
	 Michelle Fishpaw, Mother of Victim of SBS/AHT, (RI, USA)
	 Jon Fishpaw, Father of Victim of SBS/AHT, (RI, USA)

Morning Break (Symphony Ballroom Foyer)

Keynote Presentation
 After the Ruling: The Ripple Effects of the New Jersey Supreme 
Court’s AHT Decision (Symphony Ballroom)
	 Sandeep Narang, MD, JD, FAAP, Professor of Pediatrics, 
	 Medical College of Wisconsin Chief, Section of Child Advocacy
 	 and Protection, Child Advocacy and Protection Services, 
	 Children’s Wisconsin, (Milwaukee, WI, USA)
	 Matthew Torbenson, JD, Deputy District Attorney for 
	 Milwaukee County, (Milwaukee, WI, USA)
	 Melissa Kelly, JD, Assistant State Attorney in Charge, Broward
	 State Attorney’s Office, (Fort Lauderdale, FL, USA)
	 Brittany Coats, PhD, Professor, Department of Mechanical 
	 Engineering, University of Utah, (Salt Lake City, UT, USA)

Lifetime Achievement Award (Symphony Ballroom)

12:10 PM -
  1:30 PM

11:10 AM - 
12:10 PM

10:00 AM - 
11:00 AM

  9:40 AM -
10:00 AM

8:10 AM - 
9:40 AM

8:00 AM - 
8:10 AM

Registration Desk Open 7:00 AM - 5:00 PM (Symphony Foyer)
Morning Sessions

WEDNESDAY
September 23 Nashvi l le,  TN, USA September 22,  23,  & 24,  2026 

Twent ieth  Internat ional  Conference on
Shaken Baby Syndrome/Abusive Head Trauma



Concurrent Sessions

Glutaric Aciduria Type 1 As a Mimicker of Abusive Head 
Trauma in the Era of Newborn Screening (30-minutes) 
(Symphony Ballroom A)
	 Steven Lang, MD, Resident Physician, Pediatrics and 
	 Medical Genetics, Baylor College of Medicine, Texas
 	 Children’s Hospital, (Houston, TX, USA)

SBS/AHT Fundamentals: Understanding Alternative 
Diagnosis Theories (Symphony Ballroom C)
	 Lori Frasier, MD, FAAP, Department of Pediatrics, Division
	 Director, Child Abuse Pediatrics Penn State Hershey’s
 	 Children’s Hospital, (Hershey, PA, USA)

Review of Recent Medical Literature on Abusive Head 
Trauma (Blackbird Studio A/B)
	 Wouter Karst, MD, Forensic Physician, LOEF, 
	 (Alblasserdam, ZH, Netherlands)

The Role of the Attorney for the Child in Abusive Head 
Trauma Cases (Southern Ground A/B)
	 Sara Reisberg, Esq., C.W.L.S, Attorney, The Legal Aid
	 Society, Juvenile Rights Practice, (New York City, NY, USA)
	 Melissa Friedman, Attorney in Charge of Legal Strategy
	 and Training, The Legal Aid Society’s Juvenile Rights
	 Practice, (New York City, NY, USA)
	 Madeleine Mercer, Esq., Assistant Attorney in Charge, The
	  Legal Aid Society, (New York City, NY, USA)

Concurrent Sessions 

Silly the Clown: Achieving Justice Against a Serial Child Abuser 
After 30 Years (Symphony Ballroom A)
	 Matthew Torbenson, JD, Deputy District Attorney for
 	 Milwaukee County, (Milwaukee, WI, USA)
	 Lynn Sheets, MD, FAAP, Professor, The Medical College
	 of Wisconsin, Child Advocacy and Protection, Department of 
	 Pediatrics, Sue and Bud Selig Research Chair for Child Abuse
	 Prevention, Children’s Wisconsin, (Milwaukee, WI, USA)

SBS/AHT Fundamentals: Genetics and Child Advocacy: How and 
When to Test (Symphony Ballroom C)
	 Natasha Shur, MD, FACMGG, Medical Geneticist, Children’s
	 National Hospital, Professor of Pediatrics, George
	 Washington University, Division of Genetics and 
	 Metabolism, (Washington D.C., USA)

A Decade of Do’s and Don’ts: Best Practices and Lessons 
Learned about AHT from a Child Abuse Pediatrician and 
Prosecutor (Blackbird Studio A/B)
 	 Pak Kouch, JD, Deputy District Attorney, Los Angeles District
	 Attorney’s Office, (Los Angeles, CA, USA)
	 Sandra Murray, MD, Clinical Professor, (CA, USA)

What Can We Do to Build the Child Abuse Pediatrician 
Workforce? (30-minutes) (Southern Ground A/B)
	 Vincent Palusci, MD, MS, Professor of Pediatrics and
	 Forensic Medicine, NYU Grossman School of Medicine, 
	 (New York City, NY, USA)

Could the Shaking of Infants in Early Childhood be a Leading 
Source of Unexplained Intellectual Disability in India? 
(30-minutes) (Southern Ground A/B)
	 Desmond K. Runyan, MD, DrPH, FAAP, Professor Emeritus &
	 Clinical Professor of Pediatrics, The University of Colorado
	 School of Medicine, Professor Emeritus and Adjunct 
	 Professor of Social Medicine and of Pediatrics, The University
	 of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, (Aurora, CO, USA)

Afternoon Break (Symphony Ballroom Foyer)

Keynote Presentation
Silly the Clown: Mothers Give Voice to the Voiceless 
30 Years Later (Symphony Ballroom)
	 Matthew Torbenson, JD, Deputy District Attorney for
 	 Milwaukee County, (Milwaukee, WI, USA)
	 Christine Reuter, Mother of Victim, (Hartford, WI, USA)
	 Brenda Kowalczyk, (Milwaukee, WI, USA)
	 Nichole Chaffee, (Milwaukee, WI, USA)
	 Amy Schwalbach, Victim/Witness Advocate, Milwaukee
	 County District Attorney’s Office, (Milwaukee, WI, USA)
	

4:00 PM - 
5:00 PM

2:50 PM - 
3:50 PM

2:30 PM - 
2:50 PM

1:30 PM - 
2:30 PM

Registration Desk Open 7:00 AM - 5:00 PM Symphony Foyer)
Afternoon Sessions

WEDNESDAY
September 23 Nashvi l le,  TN, USA September 22,  23,  & 24,  2026 

Twent ieth  Internat ional  Conference on
Shaken Baby Syndrome/Abusive Head Trauma

Family Networking Dinner
5:00 PM - 7:00 PM (Sound Emporium A/B)



Concurrent Sessions

“Factual Innocence” - The False Narrative Challenging the 
Conviction in Tennessee v. Russell Maze 
(Symphony Ballroom A)
	 Brian Holmgren, Retired, Assistant District Attorney
	 General, Davidson County District Attorney General’s
 	 Office, (Nashville, TN, USA)

The Importance of Law Enforcement and Effective Use by 
Prosecutors at Trial (Blackbird Studio A/B)
	 Kate Loudenslagel, JD, Bureau Chief, Family Violence West,
	 Maricopa County Attorney’s Office, (Phoenix, AZ, USA)
	 Joshua Clark, Maricopa County Attorney’s Office, 
	 (Phoenix, AZ, USA)
	 Peter Best, Sgt., Phoenix Police Department, 
	 (Phoenix, AZ, USA)

The Life I Never Planned, The Strength I Never Expected 
(Ocean Way)
	 Emily Bodily, Mother of Victim of SBS/AHT, NCSBS Board
	 Secretary/Treasurer, (Box Elder, UT, USA)

Preventing the Invisible: The Contribution of Simulation 
(30-minutes) (Symphony Ballroom C)
	 Francesco Silenzi, MD, AOU Meyer IRCCS University
	 Children’s Hospital, (Florence, Italy)
	 Martina Cecchetti, Emergency Physician, Meyer 
	 Children’s Hospital, IRCCS, (Florence, Italy)

“DON’T SHAKE THE BABY!” - From a National Awareness-
Raising Campaign to a Multi-Level Intervention to Prevent 
Shaken Baby Syndrome in Italy (30-minutes) 
(Southern Ground A/B)
	 Federica Giannotta, Head of Advocacy and Domestic 
	 Programs, Fondazione Terre des Hommes Italia, 
	 (Milano, Italy)
	 Vincenzo Tipo, MD, Chief Physician, Pediatric Emergency 
	 and Sub-Intensive Therapy, Santobono Pausilipon
	 Children’s Hospital, Emergency Acceptance Department
	 Director, Adjunct Professor, Graduate School in Pediatrics,
	 University of Naples Federico II, (Naples, Italy)

Concurrent Sessions

Defense Experts: They’re Not Like Us (Symphony Ballroom A)
	 Matthew Torbenson, JD, Deputy District Attorney for
 	 Milwaukee County, (Milwaukee, WI, USA)

Breathe, Think, Testify (Symphony Ballroom C)
	 Bethel Cope-Vega, JD, Sr. Deputy District Attorney, Orange
	 County District Attorney, (Long Beach, CA, USA)

What I Wish I Knew: Fundraising Lessons for Startup Nonprofits
(Ocean Way)
	 Catherine Green, BA, Development Director, National 
	 Center on Shaken Baby Syndrome, (Farmington, UT, USA)

Do Premature Infants Have an Increased Risk of Developing 
Benign Englargement of Subarachnoid Spaces (BESS)/“Benign 
External Hydrocephalus?” (30-minutes) (Blackbird Studio A/B)
	 Stein Magnus Aukland, Professor, Pediatric Neuroradiologist,
	 Haukeland University Hospital, (Bergen, Norway)

Leveraging Technology to Reach More Families (30-minutes) 
(Southern Ground A/B)
	 Jackie Schommer, MPH, CHES, Program Manager, Children’s
	 Wisconsin, (Milwaukee, WI, USA)

Scaling the Period of PURPLE Crying Program: Statewide 
Implementation and Evaluation of Findings from Florida
(30-minutes) (Southern Ground A/B)
	 Shelby Garner, Assistant Director, Prevent Child Abuse
	 Florida, (Tallahassee, FL, USA)
	 Chesley Richardson, Prevent Child Abuse Florida, 
	 (Tallahassee, FL, USA)
	 Keller Stout, Prevent Child Abuse Florida, 
	 (Tallahassee, FL, USA)

Morning Break (Symphony Ballroom Foyer)

10:30 AM -
11:30 AM

  9:20 AM -
10:20 AM

9:00 AM - 
9:20 AM

8:00 AM - 
9:00 AM

Registration Desk Open 7:00 AM - 12:00 PM (Symphony Foyer)

THURSDAY
September 24 Nashvi l le,  TN, USA September 22,  23,  & 24,  2026 

Twent ieth  Internat ional  Conference on
Shaken Baby Syndrome/Abusive Head Trauma

Keynote Presentation
Bad Press: Media vs Reality in Abusive Head Trauma Cases 
(Symphony Ballroom)
	 Andrea Dunlop, Author and Podcaster, Nobody Should
	 Believe Me, (Seattle, WA, USA)


